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Disclaimer: This information is provided for general informational purposes only. We encourage you to contact us at
info@connectingottawa.com if you have any specific legal questions about a client’s situation.

The purpose of this information sheet is to give frontline workers a general overview of family sponsorship in Canada,
includingwho can sponsorand be sponsored, the responsibilities of a sponsor, and the basic steps and fees involved.
It provides general legal information to help answer common client questions and to identify when a situation may
be more complex and should be referred to a legal practitioner.

The Sponsor (i.e., the Canadian citizen or permanent resident)

WHO IS ELIGIBLE TO | To sponsor a family member, a person must:

SPONSOR A FAMILY e Be a Canadian citizen or permanent resident (PR)
MEMBER? o Beatleast 18 yearsold
e Livein Canada
o Permanent residents cannot sponsor family members while living outside
Canada.
o Canadian citizens living abroad can sponsor, but must show they plan to
return to Canada when their family member(s) arrives.
e Meet the low-income cut-off for their household size (more details below)
e Sign alegal promise (called an “undertaking”) to financially support their family
member(s) for 3 to 20 years, depending on the relationship (more details below)
A person may not be eligible to sponsor a family member if they:

e Are under aremoval order (for example, could be deported from Canada)

e Areinjail, a penitentiary, or a prison

e Have been convicted of a serious criminal offence

e Receive social assistance for reasons other than disability

e Have not paid court-ordered child support or spousal support

e Previously sponsored someone and did not repay social assistance that person
received during the sponsorship period

e Owe money to the government from a previous sponsorship

e Have declared bankruptcy that has not been discharged

e Are a permanent resident who has not met the residency requirement (have not
lived in Canada for at least 2 of the last 5 years)

e Aretrying to sponsor a spouse or partner but previously sponsored a spouse or
partner less than 3 years ago (since that person became a permanent resident)

e \Were sponsored as a spouse, common-law, or conjugal partner, became a
permanent resident less than 5 years ago, and are now trying to sponsor a new
Spouse or partner

e Thisis a non-exhaustive list

The Sponsored Person (i.e., the Applicant)

WHICH FAMILY The following family members may be sponsored:
MEMBERS CAN BE e A spouse, common-law, or a conjugal partner
SPONSORED?
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o Fordefinitions of spouse, common-law partner, and conjugal partner, see

Connecting Ottawa’s information sheet: https://connectingottawa.com/wp-
content/uploads/2026/03/INFORMATION-SHEET-What-is-a-spouse-a-common-law-
partner-and-a-conjugal-partner-for-the-purposes-of-sponsorship-March-2026.pdf

e Adependent child (biological child, adopted child, or stepchild)

o Achildis considered dependent if they are under 22 years old and do not
have a spouse or common-law partner.

o Anadult child over 22 may qualify if they depended on their parents for
financial support before turning 22 and are unable to financially support
themselves because of a mental or physical condition.

o Ifadependent child has their own dependent child, that child (the
sponsor’s grandchild) may also be sponsored if they meet all other
eligibility criteria.

e Aparent
e Agrandparent
e [ncertain circumstances, certain other relatives, including:

o Under the “Orphan Relative” provision: a sibling, nephew, niece, or
grandchild who is related by blood, under 18 years old, unmarried, and
whose parents are deceased.

o Under the “Lonely Canadian” provision: an otherwise ineligible extended
family member (such as a sibling, aunt, uncle, nephew, niece, or adult
child over 22) may be sponsored if the sponsor has no close family
members in Canada and no other eligible family members abroad who
could be sponsored.

The following family members are generally not eligible to be sponsored:

Fiancés (unless they are eligible as common law or conjugal partners)
Siblings (brothers or sisters)
Uncles, aunts, cousins

[ ]
[ ]
[ ]
e Extended family members/friends

WHAT ELIGIBILITY
CRITERIA MUST A
SPONSORED
PERSON MEET?

A family member being sponsored must:

e Meet eligibility for permanent residence: fulfill all PR requirements, including
medical exams, updated biometrics, and security/background checks

e Have a genuine relationship with the sponsor: provide evidence of a good faith
relationship, such as marriage or birth certificates, proof of cohabitation, photos,
messages, or travel records

e Provide complete documentation: submit all required forms and supporting
documents accurately and on time

e Dependents of a sponsored person (e.g. the child of an eligible dependent child)
must also qualify: ensure any accompanying dependents also meet eligibility and
admissibility requirements

Requirements for sponsorship

WHAT ARE THE
INCOME
REQUIREMENTS TO
SPONSOR A FAMILY
MEMBER?

Spouse, common law partner, conjugal partner, and dependent children:

e No minimum income requirement
e However, the sponsor must show
o They are notreceiving income assistance (other than disability)
o Theywould be able to meet the basic needs of the sponsored person
(food, shelter, clothing etc.)

Parents and grandparents
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e Sponsors must meet a minimum income level based on their household size
(household size includes the sponsor, their family, and the person(s) being
sponsored)

e To prove income eligibility, the sponsor must submit 3 years of Notices of
Assessment from the Canada Revenue Agency

Income thresholds for 2025 by family size are:

Family size 2024 2023 2022

2 people $47,549 $44,530 $43,082
3 people $58,456 $54,743 $52,965
4 people $70,972 $66,466 $64,306
5 people $80,496 $75,384 $72,935
6 people $90,784 $85,020 $82,259
7 people $101,075 $94,658 $91,582
If more than 7 people, foreach | $10,291 $9,636 $9,324
additional person, add:

HOW MUCH DOES IT
COST TO SPONSOR A
FAMILY MEMBER(S)?

Immigration, Refugee, and Citizenship Canada (IRCC) sponsorship fees depend on
relationship of the family member to the sponsor:

Family member Fee
Spouse, common-law partner, e Sponsorship fee: $85
or relative over the age of 22 e Principal Applicant Processing fee: $545
e Right of Permanent Resident fee: $575
o Total: $1,205
Dependent child e Sponsorship fee: $85
e Processing fee: $545
o Total: $630
Include a dependent child in an e Processing fee: $175 (per child)
application to sponsor your
spouse or common-law partner
Biometrics e Individual: $85
e Perfamily of 2 or more eligible people in the
same location: $170

***|RCC fees change periodically. Check the IRCC website for updated fees:

https://ircc.canada.ca/english/information/fees/fees.asp

***|f fees are paid directly through IRCC’s website, no tax is charged. If a lawyer pays the
fees on behalf of a client, the lawyer must charge 13% HST on the total amount billed.

***The payment receipt should be kept for records, as it must be included with the
application.

Other, third-party expenses to expect:

e Medical exam by an IRCC panel physician, police certificates, certified
translations, courier services etc.

WHAT IS A
SPONSORSHIP
UNDERTAKING?

When sponsoring a family member, a sponsor must promise to financially support them for
a set period of time. This promise is called a sponsorship undertaking.

e The undertaking begins the day the sponsored person becomes a permanent
resident (usually the day they arrive in Canada).
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e The length of the undertaking depends on the relationship of the sponsored
persons(s) to the sponsor and their age:
o Note: sponsorship undertaking lengths differ slightly in Quebec

Family member Length of undertaking

Spouse, common-law partner,
or conjugal partner

3years

Dependent child (biological,
step, or adopted)

10 years or until the age of 25

Dependent child who is 22 3years
years of older

Parent or grandparent 20 years
Other relative 10 years

What does it mean to be financially responsible for a sponsored family member?

Financial responsibility means the sponsor is legally required to ensure the sponsored
family member’s basic needs are met, including food, clothing, shelter, and basic medical
care not covered by public healthcare. The goal is to ensure the sponsored person does
not need to rely on government social assistance.

What happens if a sponsor fails to financially support their family member(s)?
An undertaking is legally binding. If the sponsored person receives social assistance during
the undertaking period, the government can require the sponsor to repay those amounts. A

sponsor who owes money under a previous undertaking cannot sponsor another family
member until the debt is repaid.

Sponsorship application process

WHAT ISTHE
DIFFERENCE
BETWEEN AN
OVERSEAS
(OUTLAND) AND AN
IN CANADA (INLAND)
SPONSORSHIP?

Overseas (outland) sponsorship:
e Typical choice when the sponsored person(s) is outside Canada at the time of
application
e Processed through a visa office abroad; the sponsored person can travel while
waiting for a decision
e Automatic right of appeal to the Immigration Appeal Division (IAD)
In Canada (inland) sponsorship:

e Forcouples already living together in Canada (sponsor & spouse/partner)

e Sponsored person stays in Canada while PR is processed

e Spouse or common law partner may be eligible for an open work permit (timing
depends on whether the sponsored person has status in Canada)

e Must generally remain in Canada throughout; leaving can risk the application

e No automatic right of appeal to the IAD if application denied

e Underan IRCC public policy, a person may be able to sponsor a spouse/common
law partner who does not have status in Canada and is not otherwise inadmissible
(exception to the requirement that a sponsored family member must have status)

WHAT ARE THE MAIN
STEPS IN THE
SPONSORSHIP
APPLICATON
PROCESS?

The family sponsorship process generally includes the following steps:

e Step 1: Check eligibility and decide on inland vs. overseas application — Ensure
both the sponsor and sponsored spouse meet eligibility requirements and decide
whether to apply inland or overseas.

e Step 2: Prepare the application by completing forms and gathering supporting
documents — The sponsor completes IRCC application forms and gathers all
required supporting documentation. Supporting evidence includes civil status
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documents, proof of the relationship between sponsors and their family members,
and financial documents.

Step 3: Pay IRCC fees — Fees include the sponsorship fee, processing fee, and Right
of Permanent Residence Fee (RPRF).

Step 4: Submit the application package — Review all forms and documents
carefully to ensure nothing is missing or incorrect before submission.

Step 5: Submit biometrics (if required) — Sponsored family members may need to
submit biometrics (fingerprints and photo) after the application is submitted. IRCC
will send instructions on how and where to do this.

Step 6: Complete medical and criminal background checks — The sponsored family
member(s) must undergo a medical exam with an IRCC-approved panel physician
and submit police certificates from every country where they have lived for six
months or more since age 18.

Step 7: Final decision - If approved, the sponsored spouse receives a Confirmation
of Permanent Residence (COPR) and, if applying outland, a permanent resident
visa. The spouse can then enter Canada as a permanent resident, and the
sponsor’s financial obligations begin.

HOW TO CHECK THE
PROGRESS OF AN
APPLICATION?

IRCC processing time online tool: https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-
citizenship/services/application/check-processing-times.html

The IRCC Application Status Tracker (available after the Acknowledgement of
Receipt is received): https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-
citizenship/services/application/check-status.html
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